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Mr. Eric P. Newman September 26, 2000 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 

I hope this letter find you well and enjoying life. 

Enclosed is an advance copy of a write-up that will appear in the next issue of CNL. I'm sure 
you will find this new discovery and accompanying text interesting. If you wish to make any 


observations, comments, etc., please do so to Editor Phil Mossman. Thanks! 


Sincerely, 


Gary A. Trudgen 
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1785 Counterfeit Halfpenny New Die Combination 
Newman 52-85B 


From 
Byron K. Weston, Milesburg, PA 
(TN-184) 


| would like to announce the discovery of a new variety of 1785 counterfeit halfpenny made by my 
friend and correspondent in England, Richard Colliass, a collector of Ancient and British 
counterfeits extraordinaire. The new variety consists of a previously unknown die combination: 
the Newman 52 obverse combined with the 85B reverse. Its discovery adds another piece to the 
1785-dated counterfeit halfpence puzzle. 


1785 Counterfeit Halfpenny — Discovery Specimen 
Newman 52-85B 
(Shown 2X actual size.) 


[ Weight: 124 grains; x-axis diameter: 27.2 mm; y-axis 
diameter: 27.0 mm; Die axis: 190 degrees (clockwise) ] 





Eric P. Newman’s 1988 article, “Were Counterfeit British Styie Halfpence Dated 1785 Made 
Specifically For American Use?” which appeared in ANSMN 33, explores the provenance and 
circulation of five varieties of 1785-dated counterfeit halfpence, that were struck from three 
obverse and three reverse dies (Obverses 50 through 52, and, Reverses 85A through C). 
Newman also makes note that the same letter and number punches, as well as the same obverse 
and reverse device punches, were used in making all five varieties that were known to him at that 
time. 


The Newman 52 obverse is most easily differentiated from the N.50 and N.51 obverse dies by the 
positioning of the legend GEORGIVS and the dot behind the head of George Ill. The 85B reverse 
is easily distinguishable by two die breaks, one at the back of the head of Britannia and another 
larger die break just above and to the right of her head, near the rim. 


The reverse die state in this new combination appears to be earlier than other known specimens 
found in the N.51-85B combination. The N.51-85B combination was first published by C. Wyllys 
Betts in the printed version of his 1886 address on “Counterfeit Half Pence” before the American 
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Anton also mentions two other examples of 1785-dated halfpence that he observed while in 
England, but does not specifically attest as to what varieties they may be. More recent research 
on British Evasions conducted by Mullhulland Ignatious Cobwright, “A journey through the 
Monkalokian rain forests in search of the Spiney Fabbaduck,” exposes two different 1785-dated 
varieties of ‘Sub-Evasions, i.e. “... forgeries with minor legend faults and/or dates for which regal 
pieces do not exist or are impossible.” Both of these varieties apparently exhibit otherwise normal 
legends except for the date of 1785, and are listed as G.0630/B.0560 and G.0632/B.0565. 
However, since photo plates are not included with this monograph, we cannot be certain of a 
correlation between these listings and those described by Newman, or the newly discovered 
varieties described in this technical note. 


These additional new facts suggest two possible scenarios; one a modification of Newman's 
hypothesis, and the other the elimination of this hypothesis. The first scenario would simply be 
that these newly discovered varieties did not circulate in America, while all of the other known 
varieties were, in fact, intended specifically for export. If additional varieties or specimens of 
known varieties are discovered in England, the second scenario would suggest that there is no 
longer any certainty as to which varieties circulated exclusively in America, thus eliminating 
Newman’s second alternative. 


As is mentioned in Newman’s article, it took 100 years of additional research and findings to 
conclude that counterfeit halfpence first described in 1875 by S. S. Crosby were made in America. 
Cooperative efforts among American and English collector/researchers, such as this, may bring 
to light other new discoveries and, perhaps, eventually solve the 1785-dated counterfeit halfpence 
puzzle, along with other numismatic puzzles. Hopefully, these cooperative efforts will also create 
other new puzzles to explore. Students of counterfeit halfpence are indebted to Mr. Colliass for 
having shared this puzzle piece with his American counterparts. 
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Mr. Eric P. Newman October 1, 2000 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Byron Weston asked me to send the new 1785 die combination halfpenny to you for 
examination. Enclosed please find N.52-85B. 


I compared the obverse of this coin to the obverse of Anton's N.52-85D and they are 
different. I've also compared the obverse to other obverse 52 photos that I have without a 
match. I've done the same with the reverse without finding a match. 


When you have completed your examination of the coin, please send it back to Byron, not to 
me. His address is: 


Byron Weston 
P. O. Box 933 
Milesburg, PA 16853 


If you wish to communicated with Byron via e-mail, his address is: bkweston@netzero.net. 
Byron's telephone number is: (814)355-1310. 


My e-mail address is: gtrudgen@aol.com. 


ru 


Hag li 


Sst 6 Lae 


Subj: N.52-85B 
Date: 10/01/2000 7:10:23 PM Central Daylight Time 


From: GTrudgen 
To: EricNumis 


CC: bkweston@netzero.net, PLMossman 
Hello Eric, 


Byron has asked me to send the new N.52-85B for your study. | will send the coin tomorrow va registered mail and insured for 
$1000. When you are done with the coin please retum it to Byron. | have included his address with the coin. 


| have compared the obverse of Anton's N.52-85D to the obverse of this coin and they do not match. I've also compared it to other 
obverse 52 specimens that | have photos of and again | didn't find a match. | did the same with the reverse and again did not find a 
match. 


Gary 


a een nn nn ee 
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Subj: Re: N.52-85B 
Date: 10/01/2000 9:27:14 PM Central Daylight Time 
From: EricNumis 


To: GTrudgen 


Does your file have the present population of the various 1785 dated ctf 1/2d.Any written material 
you have since my article would also be appreciated if you send me the citations. | may have 
missed something which was published on the subject.Do you have the latest Cobwright list? | am 
glad that the new combination does not have characteristics of any of those you are aware of.I still 
want to know the provenance of the new piece, 
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Subj: Re: N.52-85B 

Date: 10/02/2000 5:54:51 PM Central Daylight Time 
From: GTrudgen 

To: EricNumis 


Hello Eric, 


| don't have a file, per se, of the various 1785-dated ctft 1/2d nor do | know of more written material 
on this subject since your article. My copy of Cobwright is about 5 years old, so | may not have his 
latest list. According to Byron Weston, Cobwright is currently working on an illustrated version of 
his list but it is going slowly. I'llask Byron to speak with Richard Colliass concerning provenance 
of this new piece. If we learn more from Colliass we will certainly pass this information along to 
you. 


Gary 


Tuesday, October 03,2000 America Online: EricNumis Page: 1 


Subj: N.52-85B 

Date: 10/02/2000 7:22:54 PM Central Daylight Time 
From: GTrudgen 

To: EricNumis, bkweston@netzero.net 


Hello Eric & Byron, 
The N.52-85B 1785 ctft halfpenny was mailed today via registered mail to Eric. 


Gary 


eR eee ere 
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Subj; Re: A revision 

Date: 10/03/2000 3:03:43 PM Central Daylight Time 
From: bkweston@netzero.net (Byron Weston) 

To: PLMossman@aol.com, EricNumis@aol.com 

CC: GTrudgen@aol.com 


Hi All! 

Just thought | should mention that | will be away from Thursday night until 
Sunday night should anyone wonder where | got to. 

Byron 

----- Original Message -— 

From: <PLMossman@aol.com> 

To: <EricNumis@aol.com> 

Cc: <GTrudgen@aol.com>; <bkweston@netzero.net> 

Sent: Tuesday, October 03, 2000 7:24 AM 

Subject: A revision 


> Good Moming Eric, 

> Your comments about N. 52-85B nave been very stimulating, to say the 
least - 

> and we are most grateful for your input. | understand that the specimen 
in 

> question is being sent to you for examination. Byron has re-examined his 
> paragraph on "Mr. Cobwright" and made this addition [written in red] for 
> clarification. Byron is very sure that Cobwright's attribution numbers 
refer 

> to counterfeit halfpence and not to typical evasives. 

> Thanks again, and comments please. 

> Best regards 

> Phil 

> 

> [I believe this to be the latest revision] 


> 
EAEEEEREEEREREEEEEEEREEEEEEERESERERERSEREREREEEEREEEEEEREEEEMESERRREREEEEEER 


kk 


> 


~~ 
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> NEW DIE COMBINATION -- Newman 52-85B 

> (TN-???) 

> From Byron K. Weston, Milesburg, PA 

> 

> | would like to announce the discovery of a new variety of 1785 

counterfeit 

> halfpenny made by my friend and correspondent in England, Richard 
Colliass, a 

> collector of Ancient and British counterfeits extraordinaire. The new 

> variety consists of a previously unknown die combination: the Newman 52 
> obverse combined with the 85B reverse. its discovery adds another piece 
to 

> the 1785-dated counterfeit halfpence puzzle. 

> 

> (PHOTO) 

> N.52-85B 

> Weight: 124 grains 

> x-axis diameter. 27.2 mm 
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> y-axis diameter. 27.0 mm 

> Die axis: 190 degrees (clockwise) 

> 

> Eric P. Newman's 1988 articie, "Were Counterfeit British Style Halfpence 

> Dated 1785 Made Specifically For American Use?" which appeared in ANSMN 
33, 

> explores the provenance and circulation of five varieties of 1785-dated 

> counterfeit halfpence, that were struck from three obverse and three 

reverse 

> dies (Obverses 50 through 52, and, Reverses 85A through C). Newman also 
> makes note that the same letter and number punches, as well as the same 
> obverse and reverse device punches, were used in making all five varieties 

> that were known to him at that time. 

> 

> The Newman 52 obverse is most easily differentiated from the N.50 and N.51 
> obverse dies by the positioning of the legend GEORGIVS and the dot behind 
the 

> head of George Ill. The 85B reverse is easily distinguishable by two die 

> breaks, one at the back of the head of Britannia and another larger die 

break 

> just above and to the right of her head, near the rim. 

> 

> The reverse die state in this new combination appears to be earlier than 

> other known specimens found in the N.51-85B combination. The N.51-85B 
> combination was first published by C. Wyllys Betts in the printed version 

of 

> his 1886 address on "Counterfeit Half Pence" before the American 
Numismatic 

> and Archaeological Society, and designated as his No. 4. The 85B reverse 
is 

> now known combined with two obverse dies, Newman 51 and 52. 

> Newman's hypothesis that these 1785-dated counterfeit halfpence were made 
> specifically for export to America relies on the elimination of the first 

of 

> two alternatives: 

> 

> That the 1785 coinage was struck in the United States. 

> 

> Newman first states that "the die work on the 1785 pieces seems far 
superior 

> to American abilities of that period." He also eliminates Gary A. 

Trudgen's 

> suspected connection of 1785 counterfeit halfpence to some varieties of 

> Connecticut coppers (CNL, TN-104, seq. p. 913) by comparing letter punches 
> and concluding that in each situation the punches differ. Further punch 

> ewdence linking the letter punches of the 1785 counterfeit halfpence to 

an 

> Irish obverse brockage, discovered by Mike Ringo, essentially confirms 

that 

> the dies to make these 1785 pieces "were cut in the British Isles and not 

in 

> America." 

> 

> Newman then goes on in support of his second altemative: 

> 
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> That the 1785 coinage was struck in Great Britain specifically for 

shipment 

> to and use in the United States, whether ordered by an American 
merchant(s) 

> or intended to be sold to an American merchant(s) after production. 

> 

> For this, Newman points to past documentation to conclude, "that no 

> distribution, circulation or use in Great Britain ever occurred," first 

> mentioning the work of D. T. Batty, whose 19th Century listing of 
counterfeit 

> and genuine halfpence does not include 1785-dated examples of counterfeit 
> British halfpence. Included in this documentation analysis is the 1960 
work 

> of C. Wilson Peck, "English Copper, Tin and Bronze Coins in the British 

> Museum, 1558-1950," which aiso does not include 1785-dated examples. 

> Newman's further analysis reveals that L. F. Hammond, in a 1929 address 
> entitied, “English Copper Coins and Counterfeits,” did not mention 
1785-dated 

> counterfeit halfpence. And finally for a complete and thorough analysis 

of 

> English documentation on counterfeits, Newman includes the 19th Century 
work 

> an "Imitations of the Regal Coinage" by James Atkins, pointing out that 

> Atkins' listing of British Evasion issues also did not include examples 
dated 

> 1785. 

> 

> This new discovery by Richard Coiliass, along with that of another 
prevously 

> unknown variety of 1785-dated counterfeit hatfpenny, both discovered tn 

> England, forces us to re-examine Newman's hypothesis. Also, more recent 
> studies conducted in England on British Evasion issues suggests that a 

> revision or modification of Newman's hypothesis may now be in order. 

= 

> A previously unrecorded reverse die was discovered by William T. Anton, 
Jr. 

> while in England, also combined with the Newman 52 obverse: N.52-85D. 
This 

> specimen is illustrated as No. 25 in “Forgotten Coins of the North 
American 

> Colonies,” co-authored by Bruce Kesse. The N.52-85D die combination, like 
> that of this new discovery, was unknown to Eric P. Newman when he wrote, 
> "Were Counterfeit British Style Halfpence Dated 1785 Made Specifically For 
> American Use?" 

> 

> These two new varieties bring the total Known varieties of 1785-dated 

> counterfeit halfpence to seven. Interestingly, these new varieties have 

no 

> known American circulation, and also mark the Newman 52 obverse with the 
> distinction of being the only obverse die combined with ail four known 

> reverse dies, 85A, B, C and D. Of these four varieties, another point of 

> distinction would be that the reverse die combinations of 85A and C 
currently 

> have no known English circutation. 

> 


> Anton also mentions two other examples of 1785-dated halfpence that he 
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Subj: A revision 

Date: 10/03/2000 9:24:07 AM Central Daylight Time 
From: PLMossman 

To: EricNumis 


CC: GTrudgen, bkweston@netzero.net. 


Good Morning Eric, 

Your comments about N. 52-85B have been very stimulating, to say the least - and we are most grateful for your input. | 
understand that the specimen in question is being sent to you for examination. Byron has re-examined his paragraph on "Mr. 
Cobwright" and made this addition [written in red] for clarification. Byron is very sure that Cobwright's attribution numbers refer to 
counterfeit halfpence and not to typical evasives. 

Thanks again, and comments please. 

Best regards 

Phil 


[| believe this to be the latest revision] 
NEW DIE COMBINATION -- Newman 52-85B (TN-???) 
From Byron K. Weston, Milesburg, PA 


| would like to announce the discovery of a new variety of 1785 counterfeit halfpenny made by my friend and correspondent in 
England, Richard Colliass, a collector of Ancient and British counterfeits extraordinaire. The new variety consists of a previously 
unknown die combination: the Newman 52 obverse combined with the 85B reverse. Its discovery adds another piece to the 1785- 
dated counterfeit halfpence puzzle. 


(PHOTO) 

N.52-85B 

Weight: 124 grains 

x-axis diameter: 27.2 mm 

y-axis diameter. 27.0 mm 

Die axis: 190 degrees (clockwise) 


Eric P. Newman's 1988 article, "Were Counterfeit British Style Halfpence Dated 1785 Made Specifically For American Use?" 
which appeared in ANSMN 33, explores the provenance and circulation of five varieties of 1785-dated counterfeit halfpence, that 
were struck from three obverse and three reverse dies (Obverses 50 through 52, and, Reverses 85A through C). Newman also 
makes note that the same letter and number punches, as well as the same obverse and reverse device punches, were used in 
making all five varieties that were known to him at that time. 


The Newman 52 obverse is most easily differentiated from the N.50 and N.51 obverse dies by the positioning of the legend 
GEORGIVS and the dot behind the head of George Ill. The 85B reverse is easily distinguishable by two die breaks, one at the 
back of the head of Britannia and another larger die break just above and to the right of her head, near the rim. 


The reverse die state in this new combination appears to be earlier than other known specimens found in the N.51-85B 
combination. The N.51-85B combination was first published by C. Wyllys Betts in the printed version of his 1886 address on 
"Counterfeit Half Pence" before the American Numismatic and Archaeological Society, and designated as his No. 4. The 85B 
reverse is now known combined with two obverse dies, Newman 51 and 52. 


Newman's hypothesis that these 1785-dated counterfeit halfpence were made specifically for export to America relies on the 
elimination of the first of two alternatives: 


That the 1785 coinage was struck in the United States. 


Newman first states that "the die work on the 1785 pieces seems far superior to American abilities of that period." He also 
eliminates Gary A. Trudgen's suspected connection of 1785 counterfeit halfpence to some varieties of Connecticut coppers (CNL, 
TN-104, seq. p. 913) by comparing letter punches and concluding that in each situation the punches differ. Further punch 
evidence linking the letter punches of the 1785 counterfeit halfpence to an Irish obverse brockage, discovered by Mike Ringo, 
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essentially confirms that the dies to make these 1785 pieces "were cut in the British Isles and not in America." 
Newman then goes on/n support of his second alternative: 


That the 1785 coinage was struck in Great Britain specifically for shipment to and use in the United States, whether ordered by an 
American merchant(s) or intended to be sold to an American merchant(s) after production. 


For this, Newman points to past documentation to conclude, "that no distribution, circulation or use in Great Britain ever occurred,” 
first mentioning the work of D. T. Batty, whose 19th Century listing of counterfeit and genuine halfpence does not include 1785- 
dated examples of counterfeit British halfpence. Included in this documentation analysis is the 1960 work of C. Wilson Peck, 
"English Copper, Tin and Bronze Coins in the British Museum, 1558-1950," which also does not include 1785-dated examples. 
Newman's further analysis reveals that L. F. Hammond, in a 1929 address entitled, "English Copper Coins and Counterfeits," did 
not mention 1785-dated counterfeit halfpence. And finally for a complete and thorough analysis of English documentation on 
counterfeits, Newman includes the 19th Century work on "Imitations of the Regal Coinage" by James Atkins, pointing out that 
Atkins' listing of British Evasion issues also did not include examples dated 1785. 


This new discovery by Richard Colliass, along with that of another previously unknown variety of 1785-dated counterfeit halfpenny, 
both discovered in England, forces us to re-examine Newman's hypothesis. Also, more recent studies conducted in England on 
British Evasion issues suggests that a revision or modification of Newman's hypothesis may now be in order. 


A previously unrecorded reverse die was discovered by William T. Anton, Jr. while in England, also combined with the Newman 52 
obverse: N.52-85D. This specimen is illustrated as No. 25 in "Forgotten Coins of the North American Colonies," co-authored by 
Bruce Kesse. The N.52-85D die combination, like that of this new discovery, was unknown to Eric P. Newman when he wrote, 
"Were Counterfeit British Style Halfpence Dated 1785 Made Specificatly For American Use?" 


These two new varieties bring the total known varieties of 1785-dated counterfeit halfpence to seven. Interestingly, these new 
varieties have no known American circulation, and also mark the Newman 52 obverse with the distinction of being the only obverse 
die combined with all four known reverse dies, 85A, B, C and D. Of these four varieties, another point of distinction would be that 
the reverse die combinations of 85A and C currently have no known English circulation. 


Anton also mentions two other examples of 1785-dated halfpence that he observed while in England, but does not specifically 
attest as to what varieties they may be. More recent research on British Evasions conducted by Mullhulland ignatious Cobwright, 
"A journey through the Monkalokian rain forests in search of the Spiney Fabbaduck," exposes two different 1785-dated varieties of 
‘Sub-Evasions,' i.e. "...forgeries with minor legend faults and/or dates for which regal pieces do not exist or are impossible." Both 
of these varieties apparently exhibit otherwise normal legends except for the date of 1785, and are listed as G.0630/B.0560 and 
G.0632/B.0565. However, since photo plates are not included with this monograph, we cannot be certain of a correlation between 
these listings and those described by Newman, or the newly discovered varieties described in this technical note. However, from 
Cobwright's numbering scheme of the two obverse dies, G.0630 and G.0632, it may be infered that these two 1785-dated 
counterfeits may have a correlation with two different obverse dies described by Newman. 


These additional new facts suggest two possible scenarios; one a modification of Newman's hypothesis, and the other the 
elimination of this hypothesis. The first scenario would simply be that these newly discovered varieties did not circulate in 
Amenca, while all of the other known varieties were, in fact, intended specifically for export. If additional varieties are discovered in 
England, the second scenario would suggest that there is no longer any certainty as to which varieties circulated exclusively in 
America, thus eliminating Newman's second alternative. 


As is mentioned in Newman's article, it took 100 years of additional research and findings to conclude that counterfeit halfpence 
first described in 1875 by S. S. Crosby were made in America [Do you really mean Crosby and not Betts in 1876777]. 
Cooperative efforts among American and English collector/researchers, such as this, may bring to light other new discoveries and, 
perhaps, eventually solve the 1785-dated counterfeit halfpence puzzle, along with other numismatic puzzles. Hopefully, these 
cooperative efforts will also create other new puzzies to explore. Students of counterfeit halfpence are indebted to Mr. Colliass for 
having shared this puzzle piece with his American counterparts. 


Friday, October 06,2000 America Online: EricNumis Page: 2 


> observed while in England, but does not specifically attest as to what 

> varieties they may be. More recent research on British Evasions conducted 
by 

> Multhulland Ignatious Cobwright, “A journey through the Monkalokian rain 
> forests in search of the Spiney Fabbaduck," exposes two different 
1785-dated 

> varieties of 'Sub-Evasions,' i.e. ".forgeries with minor legend faults 

and/or 

> dates for which regal pieces do not exist or are impossible." Both of 
these 

> varieties apparently exhibit otherwise normal legends except for the date 
of 

> 1785, and are listed as G.0630/B.0560 and G.0632/B.0565. However, since 
> photo plates are not included with this monograph, we cannot be certain of 
a 

> correlation between these listings and those described by Newman, or the 
> newly discovered varieties described in this technical note. However, from 
> Cobwright's numbering scheme of the two obverse dies, G.0630 and G.0632, 
it 

> may be infered that these two 1785-dated counterfeits may have a 
correlation 

> with two different obverse dies described by Newman. 

> 

> These additional new facts suggest two possible scenarios; one a 
modification 

> of Newman's hypothesis, and the other the elimination of this hypothesis. 
> The first scenano would simply be that these newly discovered varieties 
did 

> not circulate in America, while all of the other Known varieties were, in 

> fact, intended specifically for export. if additional varieties are 

> discovered in England, the second scenario would suggest that there is no 
> longer any certainty as to which varieties circulated exclusively in 
America, 

> thus eliminating Newman's second altemative. 

> 

> As is mentioned in Newman's article, it took 100 years of additional 
research 

> and findings to conclude that counterfeit halfpence first described in 

1875 

> by S. S. Crosby were made in America [Do you really mean Crosby and not 
Betts 

> in 1876???]. Cooperative efforts among American and English 

> collector/researchers, such as this, may bring to light other new 
discoveries 

> and, perhaps, eventually solve the 1785-dated counterfeit halfpence 
puzzle, 

> along with other numismatic puzzles. Hopefully, these cooperative efforts 
> will also create other new puzzles to explore. Students of counterfeit 

> halfpence are indebted to Mr. Colliass for having shared this puzzle piece 
> with his American counterparts. 

> 

> 
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Subj: 1785 counterfeit halfpence 

Date: 10/04/2000 12:14:51 PM Central Daylight Time 
From: EricNumis 

To: PLMossman 


CC: GTRUDGEN ____ bkweston@netzero.net 


As you know | have been asked by Gary that if | wished! should make observations and 
comments,etc.about Weston's article.l| have been sent the coin but it is not here yet. | spoke to you 
about it previously,etc. For now there are two matters which should be addressed before any 
suggestions should be made:(1)Weston owns the coin and his friend Colliass should be asked 
about the provenance. Colliass obtained it either from someone who recognized it or didn't or 
bought it himself from a little old lady who inherited it from her great-grandfather's scrub maid in 
Surinam or something, (2) The evasion portion has been amended by Email to indicate that the 
Cobwright description is for a normal legend 1785 pieces and that makes it even more essential to 
find out what Cobwright knows or doesn't know. As it stands it is too unclear to even blow a fog 
horn.Conclusions should not be reached until all the available facts are assembled as you know. 
The find is very exciting. 
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Subj: Re: 1785 counterfeit halfpence 

Date: 10/08/2000 7:41:38 PM Central Daylight Time 
From: bkweston@netzero.net (Byron Weston) 

To: EricNumis@aol.com, GTrudgen@aol.com 

CC: PLMossman@aol.com 


Gentlemen, 

I've just returned from a three day show in Cleveland and have read Eric's 
comments on the article. | will breifly address those two items. 

(1) Richard Colliass is a recently retired "bobby" i.e. policeman. He 
recently sent me his collection of counterfeits, halfpence, farthings and 
Evasions to examine, which consisted of 97 specimens total. Mr. Colliass 
then informed after they had arrived that due to his retirement that he 
would like to sell me the coins as he would be spending the winter months in 
Greece. | have discussed the 'pedigree' of this specimen, N.52-85B, in some 
detail with Mr. Colliass. As Mr. Colliass hopes to obtain other counterfeits 
from the previous owner he did not want it known that he had sold this 
particular specimen to me. Without looking back at that exchange of 
messages, | believe that Mr. Colliass had researched its pedigree back to 
two or perhaps three previous owners in England. 

(2) | don't Know how familiar you may be with "Cobwright." As you may or may 
not know "Cobwright" is a moniker of some sort for 'Coins Of Beeston. ' 

I've been told by Mr. Colliass, and also by a dealer in England, M.1. 
COBwrights' real name and the story behind his choosing this moniker. He is 
rather well known, it would seem, in England. Mr. Cobwright is somewhat of 
an eccentric character but | have little personal doubt that he is talking 
of the same 1785 dated counterfeit varieties that we are. He has promised a 
photo edition of his monograph sometime in the future which, | feel, is 
likely to clear up a lot of the current confusion about odd-dated and 
crudely styled counterfeit halfpence. 

Of course this part of the discussion can be dropped as my original concept 
was a simple one-page announcement of this discovery. | believe it was Phil 
who encouraged me to expand and expound upon it. Now that | have, | believe 
that | will regret not mentioning this 'suspicion' that | have conceming 
Cobwrights' 1785 dated counterfeits being the same that we are talking about 
in America. | know that Gary is somewhat anxious as the deadline is coming 
up for the next issue, and | would like it to be in the next issue in hopes 
of getting a copy to Richard Colliass before he goes to Greece. 

Please let Gary and | know what you think about this, and thank you Eric and 
Phil for your input and feedback. It is appreciated. 

Byron 
-——— Original Message -—- 

From: <EnicNumis@aol.com> 
To: <GTrudgen@aol.com> 
Cc: <bkweston@netzero.net> 
Sent: Wednesday, October 04, 2000 10:42 AM 
Subject: 1785 counterfeit halfpence 


NetZero Free Intemet Access and Email 
http://www. netzero. net/download/index. htm! 
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Subj: New York City Mayor's office 

Date: 10/18/2000 2:32:15 PM Central Daylight Time 
From: EricNumis 

To: GTrudgen 


am writing a small article on the use of coppers. | find that on November 17, 1777 the Mayor of New 
York City was authorized to set bread loaf maximum prices to conform to the increase in the price 
of flour to 45 shillings New York money of account. You are the expert on the records of the office 
of the mayor and if you have such information | would appreciate it or tell me the easiest way to 
obtain it. The mayor's action was probably a few days later. |am well bred and not loafing. Eric 


FROM : MONEY MUSEUM FAX NO. + 3145165903 Oct. 18 2000 B4:24PM Pe 


Byron Weston October 18, 2000 
P.O. Box 933 

Milesburg, PA 16853 Registered Mail 
Dear Byron: 


Thank you for the opportunity of seeing your 52-85B. It weighed 8.0 grams and 
is coin turn. In texture it matches those I] am familiar with. It has many small pock marks 
on the obverse face and neck. It is in my opinion a genuine 1785 counterfeit. 

If you find that you can trace its source back to the nineteenth century I would be 
interested in knowing. 

It is up to you to determine whether the Cobwright 1993 inclusion is relevant and 
what it means. 


Keep finding interesting pieces. 


Thrive, 


Eric P. Newman 


Cc: Gary A. Trudgen 
1729 Terrace Dr. 
Vestal, NY 13850 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Byron Weston October 18, 2000 
P.O. Box 933 

Milesburg, PA 16853 Registered Mail 
Dear Byron: 


Thank you for the opportunity of seeing your 52-85B. It weighed 8.0 grams and 
is coin turn. In texture it matches those I am familiar with. It has many small pock marks 
on the obverse face and neck. It is in my opinion a genuine 1785 counterfeit. 

If you find that you can trace its source back to the nineteenth century I would be 
interested in knowing. 


It is up to you to determine whether the Cobwright 1993 inclusion is relevant and 
what it means. 


Keep finding interesting pieces. 


Thrive, 


Eric P. Newman 


Cc: Gary A. Trudgen 
1729 Terrace Dr. 
Vestal, NY 13850 


Subj; Newman 52-85B 

Date: 10/21/2000 11:00:06 AM Central Daylight Time 
From: bkweston@netzero.net (Byron Weston) 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

CC: PLMossman@aol.com, GTrudgen@aol.com 


Hi again Eric, 

| just picked up N.52-85B at the post office on my way home from working mandatory Saturday overtime. As | must now get lunch 
and begin getting ready for the wedding of a nephew | do not have much time to make any additional comments at this time. | will 
try to keep finding more interesting pieces and hope to continue building on the foundation of knowledge that you have laid. | will 
try to get back to when | can. Thank you, again! 

Byron 


<!DOCTYPE HTML PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD HTML 4.0 Transitional//EN"> 
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<DIV>Hi again Eric,</DIV> 

<DIV>!1 just picked up N.52-85B at the post office 

on&nbsp;my way home from working mandatory Saturday overtime. As | must now get 
lunch and begin getting ready for the wedding of a nephew | do not have much 

time to make any additional comments at this time. | will try to keep finding 

more interesting pieces and hope to continue building on the foundation of 

knowledge that you have laid. | will try to get back to when | can. Thank you, 
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<DIV>Byron</DIV> 
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